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July 25, 2007

Dear Arkansas Delta Entrepreneur, 

The Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI), a pilot program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and our partners, Arkansas Delta Byways and Main Street Arkansas, announce the creation of a new branding and promotional program, Arkansas DeltaMade.  

The Arkansas DeltaMade program will highlight the unique and distinctive products and services made right here in the Arkansas Delta.  These products represent the rich heritage of the region and the entrepreneurial spirit of the Delta.  In fact, local, small businesses in the 15 counties of the Arkansas Delta account for 87% of all businesses in the region and employ over 20% of the workforce alone (Association for Enterprise Opportunity, www.microenterpriseworks.org).

We know that visitors to the Arkansas Delta are looking to take home a piece of their experience here.  The Japanese couple traveling to Helena for the Arkansas Blues and Heritage Festival, the Californian scholar studying at the Hemingway-Pfeiffer Museum and Education Center in Piggott or the Chicot County family reunion gathering on the grounds of Lakeport are all potential consumers of Arkansas DeltaMade products – looking for a memento of their time in the Delta and/or wanting to support the local economy.  Pairing the natural and cultural tourism opportunities in the region with these locally made products can have a significant economic impact for communities from Blytheville to Eudora.  

The mission of the Arkansas DeltaMade program is to increase awareness of products and services unique to the Arkansas Delta while offering entrepreneurs access to markets and the opportunities to grow and expand their local businesses.  
Not only will the program brand and promote local products through regional and national marketing and advertising efforts, we will also work to create new markets for these products in our local retailers, regional mid-sized chains and among larger Arkansas-based corporations.  The Arkansas DeltaMade program will furthermore provide access to the technical and educational services so vital to a successful small business.  Workshops and one-on-one technical assistance are available through a network of service providers operating in the region.  Learn how to better market your business and identify your audience, share and learn from other successful entrepreneurs, improve your business plan, find alternative capital sources and leverage existing income.   
We invite you to join our efforts as one of a select few chosen to participate in the inaugural Arkansas DeltaMade program round.  See the enclosed Benefits of Membership and Program Criteria for more information and details about the program’s launch in Fall 2007.  As incentive for joining, we would like to extend an offer of free membership for any local business within the 15-county Arkansas Delta Byways (www.deltabyways.com) region from now until 2009.
DEADLINE to join the Arkansas DeltaMade program is August 15, 2007.  
We hope you will consider this great opportunity to gain visibility for your products and to grow and expand your business.  You have been chosen to participate because of your strong track record and success in business.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the RHDI with questions or for more information.  We look forward to working with you in the future.

Sincerely, 
Mary Gay Shipley, Chairwoman
Arkansas Delta Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)
Beth Wiedower


Ruth Hawkins


Cary Tyson

Arkansas Delta Rural Heritage 
Arkansas Delta Byways
Main Street Arkansas

Development Initiative (RHDI)
Encl: Benefits of Membership

         Program Criteria

         Membership Application
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