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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

· Vigorous internal and external marketing and promotion of participating products and retailers

· Arkansas Delta Made products and retail locations featuring products will be promoted via print and radio advertising to key targeted tourism markets for the region

· Products and retailers will also be promoted at regional and national industry tradeshows by Arkansas Delta Byways, Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism, the Rural Heritage Development Initiative and Main Street Arkansas.
· Cooperative advertising opportunities in proven and new publications
· Cooperative advertising guarantees more bang for your advertising buck.  Businesses are offered ad space in conjunction with like businesses and services, all marketed under a thematic title.  Seasonal and sector-specific cooperative advertising opportunities will be available to participating products and retailers.  

· Access to technical assistance and professional business service providers at discounted rates and/or FREE
· All Arkansas DeltaMade members have immediate access to the numerous professional business service providers working in the Delta region in the form of one-on-one consultations and assistance.

· Additionally, each member will receive frequent invitations to workshops, trainings and business-to-business opportunities aimed at growing and expanding your business.

· Mentorship opportunities and “best practices” network
· Recognizing the importance of mentoring in growing entrepreneurship in our rural region, the Arkansas DeltaMade program will provide opportunities to pair seasoned, successful business owners with potential or struggling entrepreneurs

· Annual meetings of the membership and smaller as-desired conversations allow entrepreneurs the chance to share “best practices” and trade advice among colleagues in a comfortable, non-intimidating environment.  

· Access to the Arkansas DeltaMade brand and logo
· Participating products and retailers may use the Arkansas DeltaMade brand in addition to their own brand to identify their business as a member of the larger regional effort.  Arkansas DeltaMade products are held to a high standard, and the consumer can be assured of quality and consistency when buying “Arkansas DeltaMade”.

· Likewise, members may choose to link their website to the Arkansas DeltaMade online marketplace or vice versa using the brand’s logo.

· Full business listing on www.arkansasdeltamade.com
· Members will be featured prominently in the business directory of www.arkansasdeltamade.com.  Listings may include two color photographs, a 200-wood description of the product or service, a live link to the business’s website and a list of retail locations who carry the product in the Arkansas Delta.
· Quarterly Arkansas Delta RHDI electronic “Updates”
· Join over 550 stakeholders who currently receive the quarterly Arkansas Delta Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) electronic “Update” featuring grant and funding opportunities, technical assistance and workshop opportunities and information about ongoing and new heritage-based economic development activities in the region that can positively affect your business.
· Access to new and emerging markets for local products and services
· The Arkansas DeltaMade program is working to establish relationships with regional and national retailers to place locally made products into these venues.  In addition to placement in local retail establishments throughout the Delta, opportunities are being explored to place Arkansas DeltaMade products into larger, Arkansas-based retailers such as Hays, Food Giant, Wal-Mart and Dillards.  

